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IMO regulations: shipping consistently on track for climate protection  

Ships need to become even more CO2-efficient / Technical and operational consequences 

for over 50,000 maritime vessels worldwide / VDR: “Substantial progress made – which 

will exert enormous pressure on the market” 

 

The member states of the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) have taken a further 

decisive step towards implementing the IMO climate protection targets for ships world-

wide. This week, the IMO’s Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) adopted 

specific short-term measures for ships to reduce CO2 emissions. “This far-reaching resolu-

tion represents substantial progress regarding the contribution by shipping towards com-

bating climate change,” said Ralf Nagel, CEO of the German Shipowners’ Association (Ver-

band Deutscher Reeder, VDR): “Global shipping therefore remains consistently committed 

to achieving the goal of climate protection.”  

 

The measures at the MEPC meeting were adopted in line with the short-term IMO target 

calling for ships to reduce their CO2 emissions measured by transport work and compared 

to 2008 by at least 40 per cent as early as 2030. They are scheduled to apply as of 2023 and, 

explained in simplified terms, will have technical as well as operational ramifications for 

over 50,000 maritime vessels currently in service worldwide – i.e. not only for new units or 

those under construction or planned.  

 

• According to the new EEXI (Energy Efficiency Existing Ship Index), all ships are re-

quired to conform to efficiency standards across the globe. To do so, they will need 

to implement mandatory technical measures in order to lower their CO2 emissions 

to an extensive degree. Similar requirements have already been in place for new-

builds since 2013. The EEXI now requires nearly the entire global merchant fleet in 

service to become up to 50% more efficient, depending on ship types, from 2023 on 

(measured by the current fleet status).  

 

• In addition, ships will also need to be operated in line with binding CO2 emission re-

duction targets in future. To this end, each ship will receive an assessment of its car-

bon intensity, classified into five categories from A to E, similar to household appli-

ances. This Carbon Intensity Indicator (CII) stipulates that for ships that have been 

assessed only as D- or E-compliant for three consecutive years, a mandatory plan 

will need to be created with the aim of realising extensive CO2 savings. “The pres-

sure involved in being on the market with the most efficient ships is being consider-

ably intensified by the CII since it creates transparency for all market participants,” 

noted Nagel. He added that these market dynamics were underestimated by critics 

of the resolutions: “Let’s face it: who still buys a technical device in a poor efficiency 

class nowadays?  
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In addition to the short-term target until 2030, in the long run the maritime shipping sector 

had already committed itself via the IMO in 2018 to at least halve its global CO2 emissions in 

absolute terms by the middle of this century. According to a recently published IMO report, 

the share of total CO2 emissions accounted for by shipping worldwide amounted to about 

two per cent as of 2018. Despite a 40 per cent increase in global maritime trade and the fact 

that the world’s maritime shipping fleet tonnage more than doubled between 2008 and 

2018, CO2 emissions decreased by ten per cent in the same period because IMO resolutions 

already enabled ships to sail considerably more efficiently and with lower emissions within 

this decade.  

 

 

 

 

 

About the German Shipowners’ Association 

The German Shipowners' Association (Verband Deutscher Reeder, VDR) is responsible for representing the com-

mon business and social policy interests of German shipping companies at federal and state government level as 

well as in relation to European and international bodies. The VDR was established in 1907, and in 1994 it merged 

with the Association of German Coastal Shipowners. With a membership of around 200, the VDR represents the 

majority of Germany’s merchant fleet. Further particulars are available at www.reederverband.de. 
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